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. ABSTRACT
Detecting the source of the origin of the idea of
the subjection of women In England was one of the majbr
gquestions to be angwered in this study. A further purpose

&)

of the study was to trace the development of the wcmen's
rights movement from its origin to the stage when the move-
ment became a recognizable social phenomenon.
"Representative samples of the opinions, ideologies,
and literature related to woman's historicél and legal
position were~collected. Using many fragmentary accounts
of woman's pesition in soclety helped build up a mosaic of
bieces that gave a broad outline of the birth and growth
of women's rights,

The quest for the origin led to the eighteenth cen-
tury and William Blackstone., Revolutionary forces surfaced
during the latter part of the century, and with these forces
began the evolution of a women's rights movement which de-

maended change, Subjection rooted in the customs, mores,

and common law was doomed.

.
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.INTROﬁUCTION

For the social historian there is available an abun-
dance of materisl on the morals, manner, social divorsions,
fashions, intellectual pursuits, and laws of eighteenth-
century England. Voluminous descriptions of the life of
those of high and low estate abound.

However, woman's place with respect to her rights in
society clearly dominated by men 1s demonstrated by only
fragmentary accounts, and even these are ffcquent]y written
not by women but by men.

The purpcse of this study was to find, if possible,
the source of the idea in eighteenth-century England that
women were ﬁﬁbject to politipal and socilal domination Ly ule
male segment of the Ehglish population.

A further purpose of this study was to trace the awak-
ening among the women of this period to a consciousness of
their subjection to men and to a realization that ameliora-
tion or correction of this social condition would depend
chiefly upon what wemen, individually or collectively, would
do about 1t through their own actions.

If should not be %ecessary to say that this awskening
among the women of England eventuelly resulted in a strong
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women's rights movement that in the twentieth century brough
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England and America, THhis parity, though to this day 1im1téd by
subtle, 1if not legal dlscriminatlon as between the com-
parative wages and economic opportunities afforded to women
as compared to men, still is one of the great sociological
achievements of the twentieth century in England, America,
and Burope génerally.

It has proved tg be impossible in this brief study to
survey all the pertiﬁent literature of the.subject which in-
cludes .the work of poets and novelists as well as those who
wrote from either the historical point of view or as sheer
propagandists, ‘ |

| The powerful forces that creasted an environment for the
gocial movement of women's rights were Importent; however,
new economic forces produced by advanced technoiogy will
only be mentioned &s part of historical fabric. Thrqads to

be followed in this paper are those concerning.the socilal asvects

of the women's rights movement.

What follows, then, will be a gathering of represent-
ative samples of opinion, ideas, sims, and goals from a vast
feminist: literature devoted to the achicvements of the women's

LE

rights movement in England during the elghteenth cnetury and

the early yearas of the nireteenth century.



CHAPTER I
WOMEN AS THE SUBJECTS OF MEN

The women's rights movement begen as an agitation to
shake the minds of men., It was ba2ded on the preconceived
idea that one-half of humanity, the female half, had been
tdbprived of its rights of citizenship. As one searches Eng-
land's past for the embryonic traces of the idea of the his-
toric subjection of Wwomen, one becomes aware of the power of
custom end tradition. Mankind generally seems to have taken
the subjection of women as part of the natural order of the
universe. To question this concept scemed to be a defiance
of all the laws of God and man. Meénwhile, the extraordinary
idea of women's rights seemed to be awaiting chenge of & rev-
olutionary nature which to most Englishmen would be unthink-
able,

The state of the law, as it affected women, in eigh-
teenth century England 1s pertinent to our study at this
point. Ths law actually consisted of two things: (1) the
iaw itself, representing an accurulation of legal declsions

1
over the centuries; and (2) what people in eighteenth cen-

-

The English common law dates from the work of Henry
IT's circult jurists of the twelfth century; to this, of
course, statute law had been ad
in relations gso intimste as marr
long been supreme,

1

ed from time to time. But
e the common lsw had for
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tury England believed the law to be,

The seccnd aspect of the law is of ma jor importance
Here, Ironiu&lly, it was in the same year that the American
colonies of England declared their independence that a great
luminary in English law appesred on the English scene, Sir

William Blackstone., His Commentsaries on the Laws of England,

published in thet yeer, fell on receptive ears. The Whig
Revolution of 1688-89 was legs than a century in the past.
Clearly revealed was the fact that the English monaréh wasg
subject to the law, Rule by law had become by Blackstone's

time a shibboleth of English putr otism. Not even the deter-

mined George I1I would dare to abolish the Parliament which

he gought go desperstely to manage, Thus, Rlackstone's Com-

= Yy

mentaries fitted in with an earlier glorificetion of law
which suited the temper of most Eﬁglishmen.

Blackstone's codification of the common law as it had
developed from medieval days revealed & system of subjection.
Because of the treatment of women in these csarlier laws, the

k3

common law becomes important in relation to the question in-

volving women's rights. According to his passages dealing

with husband and wife, he interpretcd the common 1law as follows:

)

“ In the Unifted St century every
respectahlc (“bx.l"‘T Py 1z:w_v\,. Lﬁm‘w.t on his
library rbr'x 2§ or run G might regard
him as a“shys tu?.



A8

By marriage the husband end wife are ons person
in law; that is, the very being or legal existence
of the woman is suspended during the marriage, or
at least 1s incorporated and consolidated into that
of the husband; under whose wig protection, and
cover she performs everything,-

Marriage was considered a civil contr-act,LL a fact

which would also affect the female. In law she had become

c _ -
a feme covert” and her legal condition during marriage was

called coverture. Under the principle of coverture we have
gseen that the union of husband and wife depended on all legal
rights, duties, and disabilities both acquired by marriage.
Blackstone continued by elaborating on the rights the
united couple had in personal relations. In transactions

between hus

(o)
{0
O..

nd and wife the husband was not allowed to
grant his wife anvthing because such a grant presupposed her
separate exig tence. In making a covenant with her, he would
for all intents and purposes be maxing one with himself.
Generally,.any agreement between husband and wife prior to

6

their marriage was volded at the time of the marrisge.

. 381r William Blackstone, Commentaries on the Lawg of
England (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, MDCCILAVL), p. 4L2.
k __K_ A

J. W. Ehrlich, Ehrlich's Blackatone (New York:
Capricorn Books, 19%9), p. 83.

[.I
')T:‘ - . . = 3 < < A eSO ] -~ 3
Feme covert is & term used in law meaning a married

T o -~ " { e s a o' ..»'.... - 1 p,
Blackstone, Commentaries, p. LL3.
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A married woman could sérve as attorney for her hus-
band, sald Blackstone, for she ﬁould.be representing her lord
and not actually be considered separate. A husbsnd could
meke a will to his wife, but such a document wes not effect-
ive until coverture was determined by his death. The husband
was bound to provide his wife with necessaries by law, as
‘much as himself, and if she contracted debts for necessities
he was obliged to pay for them, 'geyond her essential needs
he was not liable for charges if she should incur additional
debts. In the event that a wife left her husband to -live
with another man, her husband was not respongible even for
essential expenses, especislly if her lover had me&ns of
support. Af a woman became indebted before marriage the man
whom she married must pay the debts since he had adopted her
circumstances and her person.7 P

When a wife was injured In person or proberty she
could not bring any action for recovery without her husband's
concurrence, .She could nelther sue nor be sued unless her
husband was defendant. L Moreover, & wife was considered re-

a

sponsible for her actions if they were criminal acts, par-

8

ticularly crimes of murder or treason,

7

5 | lrey + 1 2 O oY A !
Blackatone, Commentaries, p. L,
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Under the old law, Blackstone noted that a husband
had a right of correction. Since the husband was responsible
for his wife's misbehavipr (other than crimss mentioned in ‘
the-prcceding paragraph) the law was considered reasonable.
fie wes to chastise her with the same mcderation that men
were allowed in correcting their apprentices or children.

The famous lawyer pointed out the feact that power of correc-
tion was beginnin' to be doubted by the reign of Charlés 1.
‘He then made the following suggestion:®
Yet the lower rank of people who were always

fond of the o0ld common law, still claim and

exert their ancient privilege: and the courts

of law will still permit a husband to restrain

a wife of her liberty, In case of any gross

misbeha‘vi.or-“7 ‘

These were the legal effects of marrilage during coverturs,
and for the meost part Blackstone felt the law protected and
benefited the wife.10 To this writer 1t seemed that the laws
of England's soclety tended to subvert rather than benefit
when the woman.had to place her legal existence into the hands
of another, She was forced to rely upon her spouse as her
tepresentative; therefore, she must depend upon his generous

nature 2nd senge of justice. What if a women werec to marry




a man devoid of these? Her only recourse would be laws of
equity which were separate from the general law or common
law we have been discussing.

Commentaries gained general applause; Englands's law

had been placed into Intelligible order, a8 feat never hefore
executed., Sir William's work greatly influenced his elght-

"wrote

eenth century contemporaries., "This legal classic,'
one bright young man, "is the poetry of lsw, just as Pope ls
logic in poetry."'l Reviews were laudstory in many quartera
and unfavorably critical in others, Blackstone's classic
placed woman's legal position in the light of the common law
which had been streamlined into a rigid form. As a general
rule, the common law in relation tec married women showed that
VsheAhad no scparate property or personal existence aspart from
her spouse. The male dominated her under the gulse of protec-
tion; only single women were recognized as having some rights
as an individua1.12
Admittedly, Blackstone's account of the law accursastely

captured the law of his day with the exception of a few fluws
in his snalysis of the earlier periods of the history o

lish law and his misconception of the laws of equity. His

o PO

11A55 B2

3 The Ape of JTmprovement (New York: David
Mckay Company, Inc., 19%59), p. 90,

-3
. 1“Jmmes Clancy, An Esssy on the Louitable
Women (Dublin: C, Hunter, 1d19), b. 1.




summary of mein princiéles had historicaliimportance in our
story of feminine rights. We are able to visualize woman's
true position in the eye of the law at this time; moreover,
his detailed construction of the law which had continuously
and logically been developed by the legal profession with

little interference on the part of the legislature, came at

13

the time when the women's rights movement was beginning.

Political edonomists by the latter part of the eight-
eenth century were approaching society's problems in differ-
ent ways from those of the major eighteenth century lawyeuvs,
From 1780 to 1820 a transformation was taking place. Laws
fhat gad evolved and that had grouwn up from medieVél times

S
now became unsuited to the habits of eighteenth and nine-

teenth contury society. Disturbing influences, emanating
from gradual industrializaticn, began to affect England's
intellectﬁals and their written and verbal debates of the
merits of the British Constitution. Veneration of the law
remained almost universal during the 1800's, but some ad-
vanced thinkers no longer felt it was the preserver of polit-

ical and civil liberty. Blackstone's summation of the prin-

cinles of the law gssisted later reformers in remodaslin

(4]

those principles for they then had an overall view of what

12

“Sir William Holdsworth,

f G g

story of English Law
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(London: Methuen and.Co., Ltd.,, 192



laws actually isted. 1

|'D

Common law literature was far more bulky than the
literature of equity; however, at this point an explanation-
6f equity and its relation to the common law and woman's
pogition is important. Aomen wereinot completely helpless
legally. A court of equity could interfere to prevent mis-
chief which mazxims of the common law prbduced. Equity was
a court to which é woman could turn when there wasg no-exist—
ing law to help her. Here, husband and wife were treated
as distinct persons, notwithstanding their unity at law,

It is interesting to note that Blackstone briefly mentioned

equity in hi

n

work on law, but did ‘not elaborate on the sub-
ject. /He did not seem to be familiar with the subject nor
did he like eguity. One explanation might be thst his love
of the precision and certainty of common law doctrines con-
trasted with the more flexible ana uncertain practices that
equity allowed and enforced,

Sir William Holdsworth, historian of English law,
placed little confidence in Blackstone's treatment of equity.
Holdsworth maintained- that Blackstone '"when dealing with
the equity administered by the Court of Chancery...presents

a pleture of equity and its relation to the lsw which was

Holdsworth, English Law, pp. 727-733.

.



was highly speculative when he, wrote it'"ig

Practically spe=zking, women stili legally wielded
little power because the procedure through which the prin-
éiples and rules.of equity were executed showed signs of
technicality, delay, and expense which by the 1late eight-
eenth century bescame a serious defect in its purpose of
helping to alleviate evils of the commoen ]aw,16

Feminine subjection was evident in the letter of the

lJaw illustrated in our review of Blackstone's Commentaries,

He set the stage at a time when a few men and women would
begin to recognize this fact and point to it. Eighteenth-
century intellectual and matérial foundations were being
undermined in EFngland and Europe. V New ideas as to reform
needed in law, religion, politics, and the economy. were .ap-
pearihg and England felt their impact. Woman would slowly
reap the benefits of philosophios'and movements created dur-
ing the eighteenth and ninetecnth centuries but without these
movements the atmosphere would not be created for women's

/rise to a more equitable positon.

ir

4
’Holdsworth, English Law, p. 591,

£
1”Ip{9., n. 178.



CHAPTER IT
WOMEN AS SOCIAL BEINGS

For the most part the legesl impotence of women meant
that virtually no political or economic power was availeble
to her independent of the male. Yet it is to be remembered
that, besides the formal restrictions of society, people are
alsoVéoverned by private practices and agreements, Bdth men
and women are governed In their actions through vast numbers
of personal agreements, actions, and standards of ébnduct
‘Which are part of the social sphere and family complex.1
Since the purpose of this quest is to discover whether women
Wwere regtricted in ordinary daily living to a2 narrow sphere,
much like her Blackstonian legal image, women will now be obh-
served In theilr non-legalistic garb——their social attire.

In'order to gain a perspecﬁive on women in society, one
must note powerful forces that gripped and shaped eighteenth
and nineteenth century England. It will be 2 convergence of
these forces that will eventually influence her status.
' JEnglish gsociety in the early eighteenth century was one
in which a harmonious social order conslsted of the interplay
of zctivity between the country snd town. Throughout the

E {
t
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century, landed interest would dominate politics through the

. 1M9ry R. Beasrd, Woman 23 2 Force in History (New.
York: The Macmillan Company, 1946), p. 03,
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town, country, industry, sgriculture, snd commerce united to
form a single economic system. By the middle of the nineteenth
century the destiny of the nation had been trensferred from
thevlanded eristocrescy's control into the hands of a fast grow-
ing urban middle class electorate, & result of an industrial
revolution with a more scientific outlook. Land, due to the
Enclosure Movement and thé agricultural revolution of the
eighteenth century, was not utilized to better advantage,
but many cottagers and rural poor were displaced. TFactory
systems were forming within towns. Subsequently, the dis-
placed laborers on the land flowed into ever-growing popula-
tion centers, and in this way the industrial revolution bore
both good frult and miser'y.2

Jiconomic changes were also made on a world-wide bagis,
Oversees expansion in ﬁhe-eigbteentb century proved to be a
broadening influence which touched England's Insular community.

A successful struggle for world empire became a force thot
overpovwered tradition or local Interest in reshaping the
character of the Individual and the social structure of the
period. The influx of frésh ideas, new products, and new op-
portunities transformed the Englishman's way of life and thought.

A world empire's by-products supplied & new environment mixed

(London: Oxford University Press, 1662), p. 1.

Z),W T . . - * f T s ~ 2]
“E. W, Bovill, English Country Life, 1780-1830
i
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with a past heritage to form a new self-mede man freed from
clags conventions., New ldeas, fashions, and commodities
tended to smooth out some social wrinkles and refine sdoiety.
New rights and opportunities promoted a blend of extravagsnce
and moderation, selfishness and philanthropy: a new state
was born, the harbinger of our own chaotic modern centur'y.3
Spilling over into the nineteenth century the new 3
freedom and industrial revolution would cohtinue to trans-
form the political, social, and economic life of the people.
Individual character and the structure of the nation as
a8 whole was affected, Business flourished and expanded, but
the industrislized nation gleaned lessons as well as profit.
Problems accompanied England's transition from & rurel to an
urban community. Remedies were developed in the form of
"metropolitan standards of civic and nationel consciousness,
and of & new morality in politicél 1ife."Ll Eventually a better
standard of living was made available to the nation as & whole
and a clags cagste system was altered to a more fluid state.s
Moreover, awakened to the religious and moral needs of the

empire she governed, England focused her growing philanthropic

3Jay Barrett Botsford, English Society in the
- (s . i ® i ) &
Eighteenth Century (New York: Octagon Books, 19657, p. vi.

.51Ipid.



13
spirit homeward., Responsibility for basic humanitarian needs
for her own society flourished in various reform movements,
"At this poiﬁt the public conscience Epenly‘recognized woman's
role in socliety.

There is no class of persons whose condition has
been more improved within my recollection than that
of unmarried women. TFormerly there seemed nothing
useful in which they could be naturally busy, but
now they may alwasys find an object in attending the
poor. i
Were women in eighteenth century England enslaved or
free? |
Having set the historiéal table with the mainAutensilé,
one can now look at & portion of the wWhole—the floral center-
plece of the storv. There are varioué ways in which one can
Investigate individual parts of the arrangement and each
flower's relation to her setting; In order to recreate an
authentic eighteenth century social scene, several methods
Will be used in an eclectic manner, Women will be reflected
through general observations of the social historians, through
memoirs, through letters, song, and descriptive poetry. Fight-
eenth century wrilters were known as accurate observers who

produced distinctive, detalled studles of contemporary 1life,.

The novel, which women helped develop, was itself an illustra-

A - VS 1 15 e ™ F o 2 & ¥ - = Y
R. J. Mitchell and M. D, R. Leys, A History of the

English People (New York: Longmans, Green and Co., 19807,




tion of the manners of that colorful society.
Amusements, love, and courtship, home 1life, morals
" and educatibnal standards, etiguette, and ladies' fashions—
all tended to show the degree of privileges, freedom, and
status allocated to women as compared with men.7
Social life in the country was parochial, Small

.farmers and their families worked hard; thcrefore;/women of
this class would be more engrogsed in work around their
small homes. ILeisure time would be almost non—existgnt and
most of a woman's time would probably be spent in weaving,
or, more frecuently, processing threads for the domestic
system which was part of the rural scene during the first
half of the century. Thomas Hardy's novels depicted scenes
of some women Working in the fields, harvesting crops, and
of others who were dairy maids,

| Lives filled with farm labor, children, and the work
of the domestic system 1eft no time or need for education,
writing or muslc. Descriptions of many of the cottages did
reveal a love of flowers, and it does seem that women were
interested in decorating with the beautles of nature. Amuse-
ment wss rare; however, meeting friends st the parish church

on Sunday or gathering at a marriage ceremony or christening

=]

g

gfield-Stratford, The V
2l

Win ‘ictorian Aftermath
William Morrow and Co., MCM)

p. 310.
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celebration provided some social intercourge. In some parts
of England games dating back to the medieval period were
still played on holidays such as Christmas and May Day, and
women could enjoy the gpectacle. A squire's hall or a village
green might be used on such an occasion,

Wealthy landlords gave entertainment that included
small farmers and their wives, William Beckford did this on
his coming of age. He invited three-hundred personal guests
to Fonthill; moreover, one day wes set aside to supply the
farmers with dancing, beef, and 818.8

In short, women under these circumstances would live
alsimple existence rarely interrupted by anything but child
bearing and church or holiday-related festivities.

Girls might leave the farming areas during the century
to seek a new way of 1life in the growing towns. Some worked
ag servant-girls. Richardson, the}novelist, remembered ser-
vant girls of his childhood and their infatuations., He said
that he had learned ways of the feminine heart "by acting as
an assistant composer to lovesick servant girls"? who could
ngt write. By the end_ of the century a maidservant was often
capable of reading novels and writing her own letters. Her

diction was not perfect, but a. leveling influence in class

B8, .

“Robert J. Allen, Life in Eighteenth Century England
(Boston: Museum of Fine Arts, 1941), p. 108,

9Tbid., p. 31.




o~

1
and progress itself revealed a slow transition toward a more
equitable society.lo

Aristocrats of the countryside, peers esnd often the
landed gentry, resided in large homes. The squire was usually
satisfiled with his days filled with hunting, political duties,
and carousing. VWives and daughters found they were not in-
cluded in these interesting activities and were left to their
own devices, Winter wes the most horrible time. Men could
travel by horseback; but ladies, who used carriages, remained
at home. |

Isolated in en environment in which sll the Work was
done by an army of servants,/the women of the upper classes were

left 1dle., No shops, opera houses,or neighbors were nearby to

provide a respite from boredom. Walking

o

through the surround-
ing area was the only activity 2 lady usually had besides
needlework.

A young girl of seventeen who was placed in such a situa-
tion degcribed her reaction. She was desperate and would have
gone to any length to surmount any obstacle placed In the way
of a possible social gathering. In a letter written In June,
1737, Elizabeth Robinson later the femous "Blue Stocking" Mrs.

Montagu wrote:

10Allen, Bighteenth Century England, p. 31.

e e i st s




Yesterday 1 was overturned coming from s neigh-
bor's. We got no hurt at 211, but were forced to
borrow 2 coach to bring us the rest of the way,
our own being quite disabled by the fall,..I always
think one visits, in the country, at the hazard of
one's bones, but fear is never so powerful with me,
as to make me stay at home, and the next thing to
belng retired i1s to be morose; contemplation is
not made for a woman on the right side of thirty...
I have in winter gone eight miles to dance to the
music of a blind fiddler, and returned at two in
the morning, mightly pleased that I had been so
well entertained.

Dr. Johnson - in his Rambler described exiles in the country-
side that had been imposed upon wives., It seems that a hus-
band would punish his wife for having committed extrav-
agances in town by making her spend the winter in the country
in isolation.lz
JCountry life in the summer was livelier. Furthermore,
all the fashionable people desertéed town 1life to make their
exodus to large country estates. For the ladies of fine
homes, summer was 2 time to entertein with smali evening
parties. It was a period of welcome relief from the stren-
uous socisl season of London. Distinguished guests were in-
vited to the homes of these fine ladies enabling some women
of the upper class to mingle with and meke contact with people
who stimulated them in an enlightened manner.

bility exists that these new friends would

2

The pogs

en, Bighteenth Century England, p. 19.

12 1" S 3 )
L25amuel Johnson, The Lady's Misery in a Summer

Retirement," The Rambler, IIT, No. 124 (May, 1751), 75.
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be a8 strong influence on a bright young lady of the day.l3

Also dotting the countryside were spas. One:of 'the
most distingulshed features of the eighteenth century wés
the social life of the upper and middle classes who gather-
ed at the fashionable watering places. In the beginning the
aristocracy were golely the frequenters of the baths, ball-
rooms, concert halls, and theaters located at the varlous
resorts. But the powerful attraction of tﬁe spas began to
draw the more rustic middle classs., To the social historian,
this is of genuine importance because the aristocracy at
first held this middle class in contempt., At the most
famous and popular spa of the day a young man named Beau
Nash was undisputably lord of etiquette and conduct. Like
mastérs of ceremonies at similar resorts, he made all con-
form to the same rules of conduct.

With the advent of these vacation spots moderation
of aristocratic haughtiness and moderation of thelr coars-
er social inferiors resulted in altered class ‘barriers,

Any step toward equalization of class differences could be
considered a step nearer equal recognition for WOmen.lu
Essentially, the immediate result on women was to make

2 = . N = » -
1Jﬁllcn, Eigchteenth Century England, p. 1
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them more sophisticated socially in the geity of the spas

In a mid-eighteenth century play a description pertaining

15

19
c

to the value and character of "Islington Spa" was expressed.

The spa tends to grow as genteel as Tunbridge,
Brighthelmstone, Southhampton or Margate. Live
in the most sociable way on eerth, All the com-
pany scqusinted with each other., Walks, balls,
raffles, and subscriptions., Mrs. Jenkins of the
Three Blue Balls, Mrs. Rummer and family from the
King's Arms, &and seversal other people of condition
to be there this season. And then Eliza's wedding,
you know, was owing to the spa. "Oh, the watering
places are the onxa nlaces to get young women lov-
ers and husbands.

v Husband hunting was a pastime indulged at these re-
sorts as the excerpt from the comedy clearly states; in
short, it was everywhere a girls most absorbing goal.
Young girls took much time in becoming fashionably dress-
ed, in order to capture a man of means. In fact, most
of an upper class girl's or ladies' time was spent in the
making of her tollette. A fashionable lady of eighteenth
century England is & perfect example of a woman entrapped
by soclety's view of the position of & lady. Her drift-
ing idle days she fllled with trivia which musthave wasted

many a potentially talented person. Her lasck of exercise

and type of clothing probably added to her lackadaisical

owi111em C. Sydney, Ef,riz,r']f_nd nd the English in the
Eight LLJ Century (second edition; Ldinburgh: Juhﬂ Grant,
1w1), 1L, L7.




attitude. Hestricted freedom of a woman's body, entailed
a lack of freedom in most.other areas of her life, &

fact that 1s more striking when compsred to the male who
wag allowed to exercise physically, where he wished.17

VA leaf from the beau monde 6f a fine lady best de-

picts her gituation. One finds that she awoke at noon,
immediately summoning a servant to bring to her bedside
two or three cups of chocolate and cream. -While consum-
ing her wholesome first meal of the day, she began to
entertain both male and female visitors. After executing
these arduous tasks she arose to begin her rites of the
powder-puff. Often agslsted by her maid, she would finish
her complicated task around three in the afternoon., Mean-
whille, she had her precilous creatures to fondle. Perhaps
a lapdog, parrot, monkey, and squirrel sat nearby chatter-
ing and romping.lB
Alexander Pope's, "The Rape of the Lock", aptly
described such a situstion in a humorous, acc&rate manner,
Belinda, heroine of this eplic poem, after being awakened

by her lapdog's tongue, rises and seats herself before her

o

175sme Wingfield-Stratford, The Victorien Cycle
i
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(New York: William Morrow and Company, 1935), pp. 02-808,
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‘William C. Sydney, England snd the Bnglish in
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"altar" to begin her work with the help of her maid.

The inferior priestess, at her altar's side,
Trembling begins the sacred rites of Pride.
Unnumbered treasures ope at once, and here

The various offerings of the world appear;
From each she nicely culls with curious toil,
And decks the goddess with the glittering spoil.
This casket India's glowing gems unlocks,

And all Arabia breathes from yonder box.

Now awful Beauty puts on 211l its arms;

The fair each moment rises in her charms,
Repairs her smiles, awakens every grace 19
And calls forth all the wonders of her face.

Pray what did the finished product look like when
ready to be witnessed? Joseph Addison through his written

account in The Spectator described what one might encounter in

hair styles of the period:

There is not so variable a thing In nature as a
lady's headress., Within my own memory I have known
it to rise and fall within thirty degrees, About
ten years ago it shot up to a very great helght,
insomuch that the female part of our specles were
much taller than the men. The women were of such
enormous stature that we sppeared as grasshoppers
before them. At present the whole sex i1s in a
manner dwarfed and shrunk into & race of beauties
that seem almost another species. I remember sev-
eral ladies who were once very near seven feet
high, that at present want some inches of five,.

How they come to be thus curtailed I cannot learn.
Whether the whole sex be at present under any pen-
ance which we know nothing of, or whether they

have cast thelr head-dresses in order to surprise
us with something of thst kind which shall be en-
tirely new, or whether some of the tallest of the
sex, being too cunning for the rest, have conbtrived

o
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this method to makeée themselves appear sizeable,

is still a secret, though I find most are of opin-
ion they are at present like trees new topped and
pruned, thst will certainly sprout up and flourish
with greater heads than before,20

Such an elaborate coiffure would probably have taken
a long time to dress!
When the hairdos fell from their heights, skirts of

dresses blossomed outward in yards. This time the editor

of the Tetler, Richard Steele, ridiculed the feminine gen-
der., In a "humble petition of William Jingle coachmaker
and chairmaker of the city of Westminster," he suggested

‘the following solution to the transportation problem:

Upon the late invention of Mrs, Catherine Cross-
ditch, mantua-maker, the petticoats of ladies were
too wide for entering Into any coach or chair which
was in usge before the said invention. That for the
service of the sald ladies, your petitioner has
built a round chair in the form of a2 lantern, six
yards and a half in circumference, with a stool in
the centre of it, the said vehicle being so con-
trived as to receive the passenger by opening in
two, in the middle, and closing mathemastically when
she is seated, That your petitioner has also in-
vented 2 coach for the reception of one lady only,
Wwho 1s to let in at the top. The said coach has
been tricd by a lady's woman in one of these full
petticoats, who was let down from & balcony, 2and
drawn up again by pulleys, to the great satis-
faction of her lady and all who beheld her.21

Next came a fashion not as cumbersome but probably

Joseph Addison, The Spectstor, I, No. 98 (June,

1711), 6L

. 2lRichard Steele, The Tetler, II, No. 113 (December,

1709), k.



guite unhealthy and surely another monstrous, impractical
liability, the train. Oliver Goldsmith pounced upon this
.extravaganza.in his "Citizen of the World."

What chiefly distinguishes the sex at present

is the train. As a lady's quality or fashion was
once determined here by the circumference of her

hoop, both are now measured by the length of her tail,

Women of moderste fortunes are contented with tails
moderately long, but ladies of true taste and dis-
tinction set no bounds to their ambition in this
perticular, I am told the lady mayoress on days of
ceremony carries one longer than s bellwether of Ban-
tam, whose tzil, you know, is trudled along in a2
wheelbarrow,s<

A summary of the 1776 view of how grotesque feminine

attire had become, was musicelly summed up in song:

Give Chloe a bushel of horse-hair and wool,
Of peste end pomatum and pound,

Ten yards of gay ribbon to declk her Sweet skull,
And gauze to encompass 1t round.

Of all the gay colours the rainbow displays,
Be those ribbons which hang on her head;

Be her flowers adapted to make the folks gaze,
And ebout the whole work be they spread.

Let her flaps fly behind for a yard at the least,
Let her curls meet just under her chin;

Let these curls be supported to keep up the jest,
With an hundred instead of one pin,

Let her gown be tucked up to the hip on each side,
Shoes too high for to walk or to jump.

And to deck the gweet creature complete for & bride,
Let the cork-cutter make her a rump.

zen of the World," in

The Worksz of Oliver Goldamith, I

23



2l

Thus finished in taste while on Chloe 'you gaze
You may take the dear charmer or life;
But never undress her—for, out of her stays

You'll find you have lost half your wife!?3

Girls who had time to awaken at noon, dress by three,
call upon friends in the late afternoon, dine about eight
in the evening, then play cards or attend an evening party
of some type, had few other diversions except tedious
needlework or letter writing. Both she and the middle
class girls whose femilies were comfortably well-to-do
might not have much trouble entering the marriage merket.

/ Matches had been arranged for years on a business-like

basis although love was beginning to be prized by a few in

the eighteenth century.
s

S

Nevertheless, girls were often prized for fortune
first and charms second., At this time fortune-hunting
seemed to have achieved the status of an art. A psmphlet

published in 1742 was cynically entitled A Master-key t

the rich Ladies' Treasury: or the Widowers' and Bache-

lors' directory containing an exact Alphabetical List of

the Duchess, Marchioness, Countess, Viscountess, snd Bsroness
3 ’ ]

Dowagers; Ladies by Curtesle, Dasughters of Peers, Baronets'

Widows and Spinsters in Great Britaln, with an Account of
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their Places of Abode, reputed Fortunes, and Fortunes

they possess 1in the Stocks, by a2 Younger Brother.zu Indeed,

"from the diéry of & minister, Revorgnd Williem Cole, one
finds the description of a country gentleman engaged to a
"young Lady of £50,000, aged about 17 and plain and ill

tempered."?‘S

Other writer's reflected the view that marriage was
a state not entered into by many except ss s good settle-
ment. Provisions for marriage were made between relstives
who negotiated the engagement. Defoe said, "one in ten

prudent matches" were successful; furthermore, he thought

words in the marriage ceremony should have been changed from

"I take thee to be my wedded wife...to I choose thee...l 20

A womasn's charms were described by others besides

"

Reverend Cole as In a "figurative" nature: “four thousand

charms meant four thousand pounds. Marriage announcements
in magazines read as follows: '"Mr. Bsskett to Miss Pell,

with five thousand pounds."—Sir George C— to widow Jones,
n27

Wwith ten thousand pounds a year besides ready money.

In glving a father's advice to his eighteenth century

Dl . .
cMitehell, History of the Enslish Pennle, p. U497
O .
“?Tbid,
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daughters on the subject of matrimony, Dr. Gregory felt
a love match was highly improbable. Writing in 177L in

his Father's Legacy to his Daughters, he advised them to

feel lucky "if they rececived an offer from a man of good
sense, morals, temper, and fortune. 28

Mary Wollstonecraft alluded to what she considered
debauchery of the times when she wrote: "Alas, husbands, .
as well as their helpmates, are only often overgrown child-
ren; nay, thanks to early debauchery, scarcely men in their
outward forrn."29

Another female writer, M?s. Capone, ?elt mercenary

marriages were "a destestable prostitution" and wrote advice

to her young readers in Letters for the Improvement of the

Mind., However, her admonition went unheeded; a2 review of

actual practices of that time in Pembroke Papers revesled

the continued march to the marriage market in London.
Emphasis was still on fortunes of girls and men and those
qualities that made 2 good marriage were brushed aside.30

One man's polint of view reflected the less than

28

Epton, Love and the English, p. 24L0.

‘ 29G., E. G. Catlen, The Rights of Woman by Mary
Wollstonecraft and The Subjection of Women by John Stuart
Vill, ed. Ernest Rhys (K. P. Dutton and Co, Inc., 1929),

p. 26,

30Epton, Love and the English, p. 241.
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perfect system of cholce of marriage pertners., "It is
right," argued Lord Chesterfield,‘fthat marriage pay for
‘past pleasufes for it procures hardl& any in the future.
Feminine merit without money would not suffice, snd money
without merit would be & turbulent mixture,">*

Dr. Johnson, the man whom the eighteenth century
.knighted as its reflection personified, keenly observed
all facets of society..He wondered why young girls mar-
ried because "they have so much more freedom snd so much
more attention paid to them while unmsrried,"3?

Of course Dr, Johnson, like many others, saw flaws
in the society of his day. Keen observers of man and
his institutions could see defects in soclety's surface;
nevertheless, society itself takes much longer to notice
deep~rooted problems.//It was true that single women had
the'same property rights as men, rights married women
would forfeit; however, mﬁst women wished to marry because
being single was a disadvantage. A married woman enjoyed
the gstatus of reigning over & household, while the single
aunt or cousin was looked upon with derision., 01d malds

were considered non-entities who were to be available to

care for the children or become a gocverness. They had no

-
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other outlet, for soclety forbade a lady to do sny other
type of work, excepf for teaching. Both single and mar-
'ried women oécupiéd unenviable positions,.

Encompassed in their mounds of clothing topped by
elaborate coiffures, and laced tightly in their stays,
women were satirized and somewhat restricted by fashion as
‘has been 1llustrated. They were also considered by English
society as unenlightened and frivolous.

Lady Whortley Montagu lamented the feminine state of
affairs in one of many letters: "To say the truth, there
is no part of the world where our sex is treated with so
much contempt as iIn England. We are educated in the gross-
est ignorance."33 Richardson had his character Pamela ex-
claim: "I would only beg of those who are so free in their
contempts of us that they would fo%/zggiﬁ own sakes...

rather try to improve than depreciate us; we should make
better daughters, better wives, better mothers,and better
mistresses. ..l

An addition to his statement could have been better
spellers; that 1s, if Barbara Stanhope's letter was an ex-

ample, In 1726 she wrote to her lawyer husband the following

note:

—————— s et

3""}12;‘7t:c-1’z, Love and the English, p. 193.
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Ded you but knowe how uneasy I have bene sence
you left me, I am sure you wood petey me: my hart
is so full I cannot right half I wood for shedeng
tears. Dear Jacke, thy Duteyfull Wife and yours
to command tell Death.->~

Puring the 1880's with a few exceptions the sexes

tended to segregate, Two astute observers of England's
social scene were a Frenchman, the Abbe Blanc, and an
Irishman, Jonathan Swift., TLack of integration of the sex-
es led to coarser actions on the parft of mén. Mr. Blanc,
'having intimately known salons in Paric observed that

...the English lose a great deal in conversing so
little with the sex whom nature has endowed with

all the greces snd whose company has.constant charms
and a certain sweetness not to be found in that of
men. The conversation of women polishes and softens
behavior; by the habit we acquire of endeavouring

to please them, we contract a tone of voice equally
agreeable to both sexes, The custom of living with
what is most valusble in both sexes makes the plea-
sure and happiness of 1ife; and 'tis by too much
neglécting this custom that the English have a
certain disagreeable bluntness in their character.
Men toast women's heslth in taverns, btut rarely

chat with them in a circle. v They look in them as
good for nothing but to dissipete their vapours or
ease the fatigue of business,36
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The equally observant Swift noted iIn hic

Conversation the depnlorable, degenerate state of
£ : ) o

3 Jay Barrett Botsford, Engli
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conversation which
... With the pernicious consequences thereof
upon our humours and dispositiong, hath been OW1rg,
among other csuses, to the custom arlqen, for some
past, of excluding women from any share in our
society further than in parties, at plav, or danc-
ing, or in the pursuit of an amour...>
Fanny Burney, & rare, knowlédgeable woman in the
segregated soclety of her day, flung back a comment of a
gentleman in her group. He had been lamenting the leck of
agreeable women in England, She retorted with the following
illustration: "And if agreesble women are rare, much more
so, I think, are agreeable men, At least, smong my ac-
quaintances, there are very few indeed that are highly
agreeable,"38
"Yes, and when they are so," he replied, "it is
difficult for you to have their socilety with any intimacy
or comfort, There are alﬁays so many reasons wWhy you can-
not know them."39
Another comment revealing the stature of women was
made by Richard Steele, He thought the gallaﬁt gentlemen

of the day entertained a .lady In such an absurd manner as

to smother her with attention and constant assurance of his

3/Jonethan Swift, Polite Conversstion, etc.,
ed, Herbert Davis and Lor" Itz a (Oxford: Basil Black-
well, 1964), p. 94.

‘BBEpton; Love and the English, p. 20U,
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affection because of a woman's "want of wit and invention.”uo

These charming pictures of the fair sex may be fur-

ther embellished by Lord Chesterfield's stabbing remarks:

A man of sense only trifles with them, plays with
them, humours them and flatters them as he does with
a sprightly forward child, but he neither consults
them about, nor trusts them with serious matters,
though he often makes them believe he does both... b1
No flattery is either too high or too low for them,

Alexander Pope In Epistle IT wrote:

- Most women have no characters at all,

Matter too soft a lasting mark to bear, L2
And best distinguished by black, brown or fair,

Not even heroines between the pages of books were con-

sidered learned. Being part of an era of sensibility, the fe-

male in fiction wags charmin

. . s
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ful and fainting the next, and natural prey of the male sex.

Her most serious thoughts would dwell on metrimony or amuse-

ment. Inevitably, upon maturlty she becsme a fine wife and

good mother, quite content to be in her small world. Oliver

Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield chose a wife "for such quali-

ties as would wear well, She could read any English book

(October, 1712), 111,

(A. L. Burt Company), p. 163.
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without much spelling but for pickling, preserving, and
cookery, none could excel her'.u'3
Lord Lyttelton reflected his view in the following

.verse:

Make not too dangerous wit a vein pretence,

But wisely rest content with modest sense;

For wit like wine intoxicates the brain,

Too strong for feeble women to sustain, i

The fact remained that many upper class women and

nouveaux riche existed in an artificial social realm. "How

caen she get Wisdom who abhorreth books who glorieth in dis-

sipation, who driveth about to Silk and China Shops; who is
in Routs, and whose talk is of dress and masquerades?" wrote

another one who was skeptical of womanly valtms.b'E
Recognizing women's deficiency in society, some writ-
ers displayed a more hopeful, progressive view, Addison,
who began to write periodicsl essays in his Spectstor, felt
it would be most useful to women,
I have often thought there has not been sufficient
peins taken in finding out proper employments end

diversions for the fair ones. Their amusements seemed
contrived for them, rather as they are women, than

ljf:)’()livol" Goldamith, The Vicar of Wakefield (New
York: E. P. Dutton and Company, Inc., 1500), p. 1.

“A, S, Turberville, English Men and Manners Iin the
N - A s e — R = T . R
th Century (Oxford: At the Clarendon Press, 19267,
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as they are reasonable creatures; and more adapted
to the sex than to the specles, The toilet is their
great scene of business....Their more serious occupat-
lons are sewing and embroidery, and their greatest
drudgery the preparation of jellies and sweetmeats.
This, I say, is the state of ordinary women; though
I know, there are multitudes of those of a more el-
evated 1ife and conversation, that move in an ex-
alted sphere of knowledge and virtue, that joln all
the besuties of the mind to the ornaments of dress,
and inspire a kind of awe and respect, 2s well as
love, into their male beholder., I hope to increase
the number of thies by publishing this daily paper,
if net improving entertainment, and by that meens

at least divert tge minds of my female readers from,
greater trifles.br

’

Addison was being both captious and serious. He was
serious, in that he would like to havé/ﬁultitudes of women
to respect and was giving them & strong hint. Dr. Johnson
seemed to convey more than a strong hint: in the same direct-
ion. He chcse a radical approazch which in his day would be
donsidered rreposterous./ He wanted to educate women in &
formal way on the highest level, In his History of Rasselas
he drew a conclusion about his princess of history. He

proposed that what she wanted out of 1life was to learn all

T

D

she could concerning all sciences; then, establish a college
l
for women. She would live ther, conversing with the sged

and instructing the young. In this way she could learn from

(March, 1711),
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one and communicate her knowledge to the other,

Johnson's asdvice and Addiéon's whimsical essay may
'not have hadla difect influence in furthering women's ed-
ucation or interests; yet, some women toward the end of the
century did begin to achieve a certain reputation in several
fields. Women made a contribution t& gtage acting equally
‘as creative as men, and literature bore taslented feminine
works., Sarah Fielding, Catherine Macoulay, Mrs. Barbauld,
Hannah More, Mary Montagu, Mary Wollstonecraft, and others
contributed literary pieces. Dr. Johnson probably pefsonal-
ly influenced somé of these writers through his encourage-
ment and suggestions. One finds that women who had talent-
ed, interested fathers or brillant men to assist them were
the ones who dild produce something of note. Cautlion should
be advised to anyone who believed these accomplished ladies
were the rulé, for they were notably rare exceptions.

Generally, women toward the end of the century were
not academically inclined; still, their educational level
was improfing.hs

Upper class women, as hes been mentioned, were ed-

ucated at home. Often their governesses were iInefficient;

smuel Johnson, Rasselas Prince of Abissina (New
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consequently, a girl who achieved an education approaching
the quality of a man's was usually taught-by an interested
father or friend. Generally, the lives of grand ladies were
uneventful existences. /Everything had been provided for them,
maids to dress them, nurses for their children, servants for
their houses, and a carriage with footmen. A woman's husband
would have his own friends and an outside interest to occupy
his hours. Indeed, societies such as coffee-houses were
restricted solely to male members and were often gathering
places where men could converse and learn.ug This left their
ladies to their own resources., Aristocratic women gathered

in small groups to play cards, a pastime that became expen-
gsive for some, since bets were mede. Indebted wives pawn-

ed jewels when their husbands would not supply them with
money.so A break in tﬁe barrier of contempt came about among
this class in the latter eighteenth century when a group

of women began to gather and converse instead of plsying cards.

1"

They became known as the "Blue Stockings. Lady Mary Whortley

Montagu was one of these women. Her keen, witty letters
showed she was a skilled writer and her interest in smsll-

pox inoculetion revealed an understanding above the level of

e L
L)Bessnt, London, p. 280.
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most women, 5

Mrs. Elizabeth Montagu and several other women gain-
ed reputations as conversationalists, They imitated the
French salons and invited the elite in the world of art,
politics, writing, and academic spHeres to their gatherings.
Women like Hannsh More and Mary Wollstonecraft stood for
principles that were far-reaching.” The liberal education
of women and entry into the intellectual wérld of men were
among their demands. They were tired of being accepted as
ornaments who chit-chatted at tea tables.52

Once the upper-class women had led the way by ex-
ample, other pioneers would begin to follow, making more de-
mands iIn their drive for equel opportunities, These wealth-
ier women had the time to indulge in thoughts of equality,
influence, and insight-—thoughts that their middle-clasé and
lower-class counterparts would not have.

Women of the middle class would be more numerous
though not as forceful, since they had less leisure tilme.
Although not rich, many wpuld be in a comfortable position.
Very few of these women read anything beyond details of

hcusework, genealogies of the country, and knowledge of what

(S
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the coat-of-arms were Iin terms of scientific heraldry. Tven

F

-

31 . s X .
“ "Turberville, Men Manners, p. 1l12.
= .

52Tbid., p. 11.



37

if a2 women vent ﬁhis far, she felt her duty as a woman was
to fulfill jebs within hef marriage which was the goal of
almost every girl. If she were left single, she was re-
garded as imperfect; and if forced to pursue a livelihood,
. . 53 ;

she would be disgraced.,”” .

Subsequartly, the single woman directly felt a 1ack
of opportunity and her inferior status. If the married
woman ever felt a twinge of discomfort, it‘was probably
economically oriented. Wives could not earn money as
their husbands did. Thus, the women may have disliked having
sums allotted to her or the knowledge that her property was
ﬁot hers to control. If her marital situation became un-
bearable she would have found the coursé of divorce was not
in her favor. Only the wealthy found the process practical
and even then it seems that the Housg of Lords tended to
fevor the man.SLL

Ranks of working women did form a much larger group

at the end of the century. They were affilisted wlth

Resant, London, p. 278.

4,' 1
“Mitechell, History of the Eneglish Peonle, p. E29,

Divorce could be ob this time only upon grounds
of adultery eand thr sct of Parlisment in each
individval suit fo: Even then no grounds ex-
i ylaintiff won & c¢ivil sult for dameges
ag bty party, which, if successful would

t legal basis for the suilt for divorce.



fashion ancd clothes. Many were dressmakers or milliners;
some worked in shops where scarves and gloves Were sold;
others served as cashiers at the popular coffee-houses;

still others made products of fashion such as fans, stays,

or artificial flowers. Job opportinities were beginning
to expend to a limited degree. Incoming capital in newly-
blossoming industries would begin to have an effect on
society as a whole, including women,

Little direct information is available concerning:
the lower class of women; evidently there was not much
curiosity about them. It is known that they carried on
market gardening around the city of London. They tilled
and cultivated soill outside the city, then carried their
harvést to the city market. Others sold oranges at the-
aters or goods in the streets.

Existing reports of conditions of priso7ﬁ reveal-
ed women who Were described as the dregs of sééiety. Fil-
thy, vermin-infested, and ragged, the women lived in a
horrible environment and were themselves coarse beyond
repair. They were on the same basis as men in prison;
both were subjected to the inhuman injustice of society's
laws.

Girls who came from small farms to large towns

eventually fell into a lower-class position if they could

not find employment as a washerwoman or servant. Leck of

38
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available opportunities in education and lack of jobs prob-
ably drove such young girls into the ranks of prostitution,
"an establishment that would grow larger and more degenerate
) 55
in the next century.””

Charity schools were established in this period for the
poor; however, the principle of subordination was quite strong

‘as to the éducation of the lower clasga. These studénts were

seﬁerely disciplined in order to get them accustomed to stay-
ing in a subservient position. In this way, i; was believed,
they would not trouble soclety later in life., Reading and
writing was considered sufficient for girls; however, boys
were tutored in arithmetic because jobs were aveilable for
them as scconntants.”

Social subjectlon was prevalent for the poor ags well asg
for WOmen.-/Rights for men will already be actively sought at
the end of the century.57 Women would haQe to wait until
much later. Yet, the seéds were there among a few men and

women; it is their thoughts end ections that will be observed

next in the budding of a development of the women's rights

movement.,

*"Mitchell, History of the English People, p. 529,

i

SZChnvles Jemes Fox and Major Cartwright asbout 1780
worked out a program of parliasmentary reform and extension
of the suffrage to the lower classes, part of which was
eracted in the First Reform Bill of 1832,

D
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CHAPTER TIT
PIONEERS OF THE WOMEN'S RIGHTS MOVEMENT

The idea of the ecuslity of the sexes is truly
ridiculous, Man 1s natural protector of woman;
and the shade of subordination is so delicate as
to be almost imperceptible, Let the falr sex en-
joy their privileges, and leave Iimperial man in
possession of his prerogatives, They may believe
a friend who begs leave to assure them that Venus
appears more amliable encircled with her cestus,
than Minerva armed with her helm and shield.?

Standing on the threshold of the nineteenth century
and looking forward to the visible development of women's
rights as an organic whole; then looking backward into the
elghteenth century from which one has emerged, one meets
the above zttitude, vividly portrayed in Sir Walter Besant's
work on the eighteenth century. Invisible to the naked
eye, but visible under microscopic research, one finds faint
stirrings of feminine rights expressed in works of a few
who might be considered fortune tellers. Some men and
women wWere beginning to visualize the steps which would
bring to women their individual rights,

Eighteenth century England had 1llustrated the fact

that highly literate observers of that soclety supported

lcessus = girdle worn by Venus that gave her the
power of exciting love.

' 4

.

2Sir Walter Bessnb, London in the Eighteenth
(Londeon: Adam snd Charles Black, 19037, p..278.
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the view that women were trapped by law, mores, and‘self—
images. All .three are formidable berriers. They were
barriers which would take superhuman efforts to crack and
tear down. Somehow, mankind manages to produce super-
humans from time to time and these are the psople now to
be discusged.

Ideas and thelr meaning are important in this set-
ting.‘/One must have a dream before the dream can material-
ize. Eighteenth century England abounded with ideas,
especially those dealing with individual liberty and human

rights. France in 1789 was reverberating in a most elarm-

ng manner with cries of "liberty, equality, end fraternity."

i

Catchy in werding, the libertine motto was also contagious
and Englishmen of radicsl leanings were afflicted with the
malady. However, before an Investigation 1s made of Eng-
lishmen whose thoughts burned with the fever of liberal--
ism, one intellectual, a French giant, must be considered,
Marie-Jean-Antoine-Nicolas Caritat, the Marquils de
Condorcet was the only philosopher who advocated the rights
of women. In g2 modern sense he wasg probably one of the most

/
outstanding pioneers In the movement for women's emanci-

@)
[

]

pation. France and England had been exchanging commoditic

(

styles and ideas for a long time; consequently, Condorcet's
-

ideas had an effect on the minds of receptive thinkers of

England, as did Rousseau's and Locke's, One might place



Condorcet 2s a forerunner of the famous English pioneers
Mary Wollstonecraft, John Stuart'Millz and to & lesser de-
gree, Williem Thompsor.

Condorcet's sttitude toward women undoubtedly was
/influenced by his marriage to a brilliant woman, Sophie de
Grouchy. Through her intellectual stimulation, he could
view a woman's potential., He became a staunch supporter

of votes for women. at a time when opposition to voting

rights for the masses of men prevailed,

Ly

Condorcet expressed his ideas in Letters of a Citizen

of New Haven and On Admission of Women to the Suffrage.

These two pamphlets pleaded for complete political and legal

equality for men and women.

The views he expressed were so progressive and in-

clusive, that they seemed to foretell ideas later expressed

In John Stuart Mill's famous feminist work, The Subjection

of Women.u In an ege that considered women gentimental

and inept in comparison to men, Condorcet's ideas were dar-

ing and quite unconventional.
{is plea for women's suffrage was based on the ab-

stract ideals of natural rights. Rights which he thought

3J. Salwyn Schapiro, Condorcet and the Rise of

Liberalism (New York: Octagon Books, Inc., 16637, p. 189.
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were based on the fact that
...men are impressionable beings, susceptible to

moral ideas and of reasoning from these ideas,.
As women have the same qualities as men, they of
necessity have the same rights. Either no one
truly has any rights or all have the same ones.
And he who is against the rights of another be-
cause of religion, color, or sex abjures his own
rights.-

Condorcet countered objections that were based on
woman's physically inferior status.;/k widespread resistance
to the idea that women should enjoy equal rights was the
view that she was physically disabled and inferior as s

result of menstruation and pregnency. Condorcet s2id women
Were no more incaspacitated by these bodily processes than
were men who had the goult every winlter or who easily csught
cold.,:

Anpther well-worn objection to woman and her rights
in the eighteenth century was that her thoughts were «iot
governed by reason but}by gentiment. Condorcet rebutted such
reasoning by maintaining that this characteristic was a re-
sult of woman's inferior social status and lack of proper
education. He asserted thst women were rational creatures
but in a different way from men since wWwomen's occupatlons
and interests differed. To him, women were relegated to

1

their eighteenth-century status by oppressive laws, enacted

S X
°Schapiro, Condorcet, p. 190,
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by men, which established great inequalities between the
sexes, "0

Laws, he declared, born from force and continued
by sophistry, formed an environment for women, which dif-
fered from that of men. Naturally a woman's sense of jus-
tice and fairness vaeried from man's, due to her different
status under the law and her different educiﬁion.7

He felt as Mary Wollstonecraft did; thet women
would make better wives and mothers if they were enfranchis-
ed. They would be part of a larger world which would énable
them to be more experienced and knowledgeable on 2 broader
basis,

In short, women would not neglect thelr homes and
families if allowed to vote anymore ﬁhan a man Would neglect
his business, Ih fact, enfranchisement weould enable women
to uée their influence publicly, not secretly. He felt the
latter Qas to be feared far more than the former.

Condorcet declared that woman's mental capacity was
the same as man's when one was comparing the masses. When
comparing men and women on & higher level of intelligence,
men surpassed women in genius in sclence and philosophy.

Women, he cdelegated to a lower brain power capaclty in these

=5

Osenapiro, Condorcet, p. 190.

TIbid., p. 191



areas, advocating for women secondary scientific WOrk.B

Me blsmed the deficiencies in women on their bad
education. It was for thls reason that he encourasged equal
opportunities for women with men on 8ll levels of formal
educational instruction. Moreover, he realized that women
had been held back by the pressures forced upon them by men
through the conventions of society. '"The kind of constraint
imposed on women by traditional views regaréing manners and

" Condorcet said, "has influenced their mind and soul

morals,
almost from infancy; and when talent begins to develoé this
constraint has the effect of destroying it;hg

| Condorcet was not a brilliant writer, but due to the
nature of his thoughts}he was considered powerful. They in-
fluenéed men such as James Mi1ll and his son John Stuart Mill;
consequently, he would have an impact on later reformers.
As a spectator of confinement of the mind and body of eight-
eenth century women, he realized the consequences, but
there was one who better understood 1ts causcsilo

Mary Wollstonecraft, another product of the eight-

eenth century, was a native of England. Her advocscy of

women's rights was forged from her own unhappy experiences

i 3 8 L I e ] .
BScnaero, Condorcet, p. 191.

9Ibid., p. 192.
1OH. N. Brailsford, Shelley, Godwln and their Circle
New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1913), p. 199.
B J 2
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2s an independent woman'trying to support herself and her

brothers and sisters, Vindication of the Rights of Women

related the impressions of one who had been directly af-
fected as a woman In a restricted society. Although 1t was
one of the most originel literary werks produced at that
time, Mary herself was unique. She was the first woman to
attempt her own probe into the problems of humanity ahd the
morals of soclety, not ignoring the part that involved sgx.ll

In thinking out her position as a woman in her society she

exposed mental powers of the highest order.12 As a literary

work her famous Vindication had serious defects. Replete

with logical arguments, there was, nevertheless, a looseness

in the arrangement of the material. If she had toned down

some of the harshness with which she expressed her opinions,
much criticism and resistance to her views might have been
prevented. "Moreover, her same goals of pointing to women's
education, merriage reform, political rights, job opportunities,
and enlightened motherhoed could have been achieved. Aside
from its digressions, the merits of the book seem to override

its flaws. Only philosophers from Condorcet to Mill saw with

such clear perception that women's future welfare depended on

gch Clough, Study of Mary
. ld ol

=<

f Women, (New York: Longma
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a revised attitude "of man toward women and of woman toward
herself."13
Mary WOllstoﬁecraft through her own experience arrlved
at a similar destination without wearing the robes of philosophy.
Her famous wWork on the rights of women‘?;flected her practiczal

and theoretical powers in Which the educator was merged wlth
reformer. "It is in reslity azn elaborete treatise on female
educa’cion;"lLL

Actually, her book was not quite so nerrowly confined,
Courage of strength and conviction are embedded within its
pages. Great love for humanity furthered her insight into the

causes that lay at the root of social 'evils. She wes stimulated

T

to push back the camouflage that concealed wrongs that the
world of Europe, for the most part, had overlooked.l5
To Mary Wollstonecraft, women scemed to not be
participating to the fullest extent in the true progress of
civilization, thereby forfeliting thelr own best intereﬁé;
and this simultaneously, endangered advancemenf of the entire

society, Her initial attack was on the social struc-

ture. Etiquette of the eighteenth century soclety

12

“Brailsford, Shelley, p. 206.

ara ch, Study of Wollrstonecraft, p. 2.
157 ,
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continued to lay bare women's position.
Confined in cages like the festhered race,

they heve nothing to do but to plume themselves,

and stallk with mock majesty from perch to perch.

It 1s true they are provided with food and

raiment, for which they neither toil nor spin;

but health, liberty, and virtue are given in

exchange,1”
Mary claimed that the soclal structure hed reached its
present state of imperfection after having been wrought,
molded, and firmed by the evolution of centuries of custom
and practices of the Church and State. Through her
111lustretions she was showing symptoms of woman's problems,
not speaking lightly of women for derision's sake. Her
purpose was to prove women wWere subjected, then show them the
way out of enslavement,

What sparked her formulation of such advance views on women?
Her own experiences have already been mentioned as her - gulde
to problems encountered by & single woman. Add to this the
revolutionary age in which she lived snd one can sey that she
was a product of revolutionary-enlightenment. She stond
in the center of new revolutionary currents of thought® that

made her times remarkable. Her views were broadened,

encouraged, and .gulded under the benevolent hand of Dr.




119
Johnson;lg

As a literary giant and well-known publisher of liberal
Wworks, Dr. Johnson acquired a reputstion as a radical, His
residence became a meeting place for the English school of
reformers. Representatives such ag.Thomas Paine, William
Godwin,.and Joseph Priestly, an extfemely~liberal group, .
formed the intellectual circle of which Mary became a part.go

Frequently discussed were learned opinions of the day.
Among the most influential were ideas of Jean-Jacques Rousseau
and John Locke., Both made their mark on Mary Wollstonecraft.

Master moralist and author of Emile, Rousseau influenced England,

mainly by provoking an emotional reaction that started Mary on

the road to the Vindicatlon. Jhe sgreed with hils view that
liberty was men's inalienable possession, but she adamantly

opposed his philosophy in regerd to the nature and position of
. . 21
women in society.

John Locke and his Esssy Concerning Human Understending

had been carefully studied by Mary., She quoted him in her

historical sketch in the Vindication of the growth of desire

among men for their right.

Mary also agreed wlth Locke's justification of revolution

Q - P T :
1fdlough, Study of Wollstonecralit, p. Tl.
O . o
“OIbLo.

21

Catlin, Rights of Woman, p. xx.,
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as expressed In his Treatise on Civil Government., He felt

that man should revolt if he is miserable under his form of
government and exposed to abuse of arbitrary power. Mafy
accepted this view, then took it a step further, She felt
libsration frcem tyranny was justified becsuse the laws and
customs which serve society's needs In one period of 1its

development would in the sucéeeding period be insufficient.
having lived a century latér; Mary was ablé to take that step.p?
Her book was widely discussed and many editions‘and i A
translations were made.

Reaction against excesses of the French Revolution and a

desire of the growing middle class for soothing traditional views

0a

resulted in a capitalistic new age, soon dubbed the Age of
Victoria, Consequently, Mary's work had 1little impact. It

was the iInfluences that created her and the ideas that impressed
her and motivated her to expound a particular doctrine that
made her a key character in the origin of the movement for
women's rights. Her ideas would be read decades later by
numerous women Who had booomQ mentally enfrenchised. These
were the Victorian reformers, educators, ard propagandists
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Mary Wollstonecraft seemed -to be mainly concerned with
women's equality as a means of“producing better mothers, Thirty
years later, William Thompson made an appesal which placed more

emphasis on the political rights of women. His Appesl of One

Half of- the Human Race, Women, against the Pretensions of the

Other Half, Men,23strong1y advocated female suffrage, a view

that he felt complemented arguments for human r'ights.g‘4
Thqmpson'a contribution to the doctriﬁe of women's rights

was considered quite advanced for his day. He had proclaimed

that civil and domestic rights of women could not by fully

rezlized until they had been given complete legal and
20

e

pblitical rights with men.
He continued to insist that the present system under which

both.male and female labored even prevented the man from

giviﬁg equal happiness to his wife with the materisl possessions

which he enjoyed, or had the power of enjoying. Legally

disfranchiscd and socislly restricted, the woman had no way out,

He wrote that "by superstitution and public opinion all her

2 = - Ty
BJanet Dunbar, The Early Victorian Woman (London:
T 5
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George G. Harrap and Co., Ltd., 1953), p. 130.
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7. A. and Olive Banks, Feminism and Family Planning
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actions and enjoyments are a thousand-fold more restrained
than man's,"2®

Thompson summed up what he considered her suppression at
the hands of social, political, and legal factors in sociéty.
His conclusion was that women, ag a result of these obstacles,
became mentally enslaved or "confined like other domestic
animals, to the house and its little details.,...The dull
routine of domestic incidents if the world to thom.'"27 Thompson
felt women had to accept circumstances involved in a marriage
contract, since they were deprived of property rights, public
positions, and knowledge.

He deviated from Mary Wollstonecraft's emphasis on the
domestic virtues. That married women were able to care com-
pently for children and a family was not disputed by Thompson;
however, he c¢id not think this should be the focal point of
emancipation. In facﬂ{/ge encouraged women to take their
place freely bteside men in political activities..Moreover,
he insisted that birth control should be prscticed by the wife
28
if she wished to remain unhampered in her activites.

Thompson, like his predecessors, did not have immediste

impact on society, and his work was not even reasd as widely




as Mary WOllstonecraft's,29 His influence on later writers was
his legacy to. the movement. . He influenced Mrs. Hugo Reid who .
subsequently published a book in 1843. Her book, A Plee for
Women, did have an impact and was widely read and discussed'.3

The last champion of women's rights to be discussed is
John Stuart M1ll, He differed from Condorcet, Mary Wollstonecraft,
and William Thompson,Qin that he contributed to the doctrine of |
women's rights as well as fo the women's rights movement 1tself.

His famous essay, The Subjection of Women, contributed

to the doctrine of women's rights; his speeches in Parliament
qhampioning suffrage for women contributed to the active
movement.

John Stuart Mill was the son of the famed English philosopher
James Mill, It was John Stuart's contact with his father and
the father's unorthodox education of the boy that helped initially
form his thoughts. Then, from 1830 on John Stuart's thoughts on
life and women was completed. In that year he met Harriet
Taylor, a young married woman who later became his wife. 'A
warm mutual admiration blossbmed and Harrlet's Influence and

31
own problems changed Mill's 1life and some of his ideas.

20
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M1ill made his first move for women in the direction of
women's suffrage, In May bf 1867, during a debate on the
Reform Bill, he moved that the word "man" be deleted from the
bill's wording and that "person" be inserted in its place. He
then proceeded to defend his parliamentary sugreestion through
e prudent discourse worded in such a way as to logically counter
any arguments, After s tally of the votes for his proposal
wag made he wag pleaséntly'surpriséd at thé "unexpected support
he did gain, 3¢

As a result of Mill's bold stand for women's suffrage, &
group of supporters began to gather sround him, He encouraged
Lis daughter and other followers to publish articles and form
committees. Through his efforts and stimuletion, a politicsal
drive for women's rights was given the energy to propel. 1its
way to victory in the twentieth century. Many of the names
to become famous in the varlious branches of the movement for
female equality Were associated with him- Mr, Fawcett, Mra.
Pankhurst, Kate Amberley, and others,

Mill's written contribution, The Subjection of Women was

discreet in its provosals. He was anxlous to advertise in a

way that made the supposedly preposterous ldea of votes for

A . }
2“Michael 3t. John
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wonen a commonplace maneuver,
A neat summarization bf the key points in Mill's essay
was reflected in a letter written by Kate Ahbcrley to a friend.
Mill seemed to blame men for women's subjection. Ile felt
that England had reached the point when force no longer wss
dominate, Since women had the same intellectual powers that
men, he advocated abol ition of:laws and customs that held'”
women in their inferibr positions, Women Qere to be allowed
a wider sphere of activity. Occupstions were to be copened to
them on the basis of pay., With freesdom to support themselves
they could become more self-sufficient.v The result might be
“an elevation of women to a higher level of personal enjoyment.BLL
Although he did not ignore issues dealing with problems such
as women's property, education, employment, or. .prostitution,
Mill felt theilr lack of voting power was the main barrier.. He
persistently assaulted the parliamentary ramparts in his pursult
of victory. He came close to his gbal, though never quilte
succeeding in his efforts.3é
The example Mill set, and the fact that for the first time
in the legislature of a modern civilization & mortal had stood

and demanded voting privileges for women, antlcipated a great

- | &= - 2 [ o B 7S - - r s s o 7‘0
acke, Jokn Stuart M1ill, p. L938.
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345anlin, Righis of Weoman, pp. 282-316,

Ibid.,p. 500.



step forward in the birth and growth of the Suffragstte
36

Movement in the nineteenth‘and twentieth centuries.




CHAPTER IV
PROGRESS AND REVEREES

Feminism wag more than essays, books, and Parliament-
ary Speéches. Organizations were another important part of
the/%rive to balance the rights of women with rights of men,
Although a few efforts to organize reform of certain aspects
of women's pcsition in'society came before.the middle of the
nineteenth century, isolated, Intermittent attempts by in-
dividuals began to materialize intc an organized movement
only about 1650, 1
- At first women as a body would not rush out to take
up the banner of freedom, Women who enjoyed idle 1eisgre
were'apathetic toward the women's rights movement, since
many of them did not understand what was happening. Indeed,
a lot of the non-supporters were among the most adamant
opponents of the movement, Clinging %o the customs that
bound them, they would denounce thelr more enlightened, bold,
and courageous sisters as eccentrilc or immoral.

Conservative traditions which became crystallized into
customs were slow to change. Ruled by the long established

mores cof society as to their roles in the community, a large

lolive and J. A. Banks, Feminism and Family Planning
(Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 19047, p. 27.




me jority of women resisted deviation from the status quo.
Writers such as Sarah Stickney Ellis exemplified the views
of average women., Mrs. Ellis' bokks were probably .typical
illustrations of the prevailing philosophy of the main body
of women who r2fused to become identified with the movement.
In her book, The Wives of England, Mrs. Ellis wrote:
It is here, the privilege of a married woman to
be able to show, by the most delicate attentions,
how much she feels her husband's superiority to
herself, not by mere personal services officlously
rendered, as if for the purpose of display, but
by a respectful deference to his oplnion, a will-
ingly imposed silence when he speaks, and, if he
be an enlightened man, by a judicious turn some-
times given to the conversation, so that his in-

formation and intelliggnce may be drawn forth for
the benefit of others.”

Nevertheless, such women as Ca;oline Norton, who had been
personally affected by the law,. or public-minded women like
fiss Beale and Emily Daviés,'chose to ilgnore propriety and
strike out on their own,

Beautii'ul Caroline Norton was married and had three
children before she started her legal crusade,” She had been
considered lucky to marry Geéfge Norton because she had little
money and he wes considered very eliglble. Marital problems
hbegan to make the marrisge unbearable for the lovely, talented

Caroline., Finally she left her weak, selfish husbsand;

Duties;, Domest Iniluence, and So
1] GRS L2
{Tondon: J. H. G. Langley, 18L3),
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unfortunately, George Norton had automatic custody of their
children., His petty behavior became worse, and he would not
even let her see their children, |
» Caroline had had an established reputation ss a writer
before her marriage.3 She took up her pen again in a force-
ful manner. Her aim wag to attack the common law that had
been popularized by Blackstone. Caroline proceeded to gather
evidence concerning cases worse than her own and published

the facts in her pamphlet The Natural Claim of a Mother to

the Custody of her Child ag Affected by the Common Law Right

of the Father (1837). She continued her fight which wylti-

mately ended in the passage of the Infant Custody Bill in
1839, The Bill stated that women who had'not been convicted
of adultery could keep their children under seven and might
have access to their children at specified times.u

With that victory behind her, Caroline later worked
for a divorce bill. For years only the very wealthy could
afford to obtain a divorce. Since 1697 aristocrats had been
able to successfully petition the House of Lords for a pri-

vate act. Even if the divorce was granted the applicant

3Janet Dunbar, The Early Victorian Woman (London:
George G. Harrap and Co., Ltd., 1953), p. 173.

uJosephine Kamm, Rapiers and Battleaxes (London:
George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., 1966), p. 26.
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would have to have a séecial provision inéluded in the de-
cree 1f the applicant wished to remarry.

Caroline's efforts met with success., In 1857 a Mat—'
rimonial Causes Act passed its second reading in Parliament.
Another bill was introduced indepeﬁdont of the Marriage Act,
the Married Women's Property Bill., The latter failed; the
former was made law, The Matrimonial Causes Act did not
cover all of women's disabilitiecs at law because it had been
designed specifically for divorced women, The Bill's main
contribution was its extension of the civil system of divorce
to the rest of England.s
. Grounds for divorce for women were still not the same
as the groundsg provided for men. DMen could sue for divorce
simply on grounds of adultery; women had to prove adultery,
rape, sodomy, bestiality,, incest, or aggravated desertion
before théy could recelve a divorce decree.é

Men were still favored by the laws; but a first step
at least had been taken. Other acts would follow and steps
would be taken to allow married women property rights. Fur-
;hor amelioration of the legal position of women continued

on Into the twentieth century.

o
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%éofessions were one area of the new frontiers that
women were now exploring. Elizabeth Blackwell was the first
successful trailblazer to crack the prejudlce of men in the
medical profession., FElizabeth was born in England but spent
her early years in America, While{living there, she noticed
the increasingly wider demands for the education of women,
When a friend of hers became sick, Eiizabeth was btouched and
decided to bocome & doctor.’

The young girl began to aspply to many of the large
colleges in the United States., Institution after insti-
fution refused to accept her; but at last she was admitted
ﬁo Geneva College in New York, She was accepted without
reservations by the faculty and student body. Geneva wrote
her a letter explaining their reason for admitting her. The
College felt that it was in keeping with principles of a

»

republican government to open thelr doors to all on the basis

of equality.8

In 1849 Elizabeth received her degree and Punch, an

English periodicel, applauded by writing the following:

.

ZDP. Elizabeth Blackwsll, Pioneer Work for Women
(London: J. M, Dent and Sons, Ltd., 1914), p. G.

(9]
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Young ladies all of every clime,

Ilspecially of Britain

Who wholly occupy your time \

In novels or in knitting,

Whose highest skill is but to play,

Sing, dance, or French to clack well,

Reflect on the example, pray, .

Of excellent Miss Blackwelllé

Elizabeth left the United States for further study in
France and England., - She was accepted in England at Saint
Bartholomew's Hospital where she worked with famous physicians
of the day. Unable to meet her expenses, she sailed for the
United States where she practiced medicine for over a decade.
Even in the "land of 1liberty" Elizabeth found opposition among
the populace and in the medical profession, Elizabeth's de-
scription of her first consultation humorously supported this
view, She had diagnosed the case herself but desired another
professional opinion. The doctor called for consultation
exclaimed how unusual the particular case was, He vowed that
he had never had such an experience., To her amazement,
Elizabeth found the good doctor not speaking of the patient
but of herself.lo
After her long practice in America, Elizabeth again

returned to England where she began lecturing. As a result

INellie A. Franz, English Women Enter the Professions
(Cincinnati: Privately Printed for the Author, 196%5), p. 99.

10Blackwell, Pioneer Women, pp. 157-158.
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of her first aspeech in 1869, a committee was formed by some
interested young women. Their aim was to work for medicine

as a profession for women in England.ll

. Not only had Elizabeth unlocked the door to the medi-
cal profession, she had become the firgt woman to have her
name placed on the British Medical Register.

Elizabeth Garrett would be the first to decide to open
the unlocked door in England. She had sttended one of Eliza-
beth Bleckwell's lectures. Soon some of her intellectual
acquaintances persuaded her to attempt to gain acceptance
at one of England's medical schools, Miss Garrett's applica-
tions to all the noted unlversitles were rejected. Finally,
she declided to gain admission to medical classes registered
as a nursing student. When final examinations were g}ven,

she scored the highést grade.12

Protests were made by the male students in an effort
to bar Elizabeth from further studles, Tﬁrough legal advice,
she found that anyone who had passed examinations had to re-
ceive a license to practice medicine. Consequently, the Lon-
don Society of Apothecaries gave her a license. Success was

still an illusion, however, because the Society soon passed

11Blackwell, Pioneer Women, p. 177. .

12Franz, Professions, p. 103.
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a regulation that only graduates of a medical school could
practice medicine.

Elizabeth Garrett turned to France and there obtained
a medical degree from the University of Paris in 1870. On
her return to England she was accepted as a physcian, Her
marriage to G. S. Anderson did not terminate her career.
She remained the lone female figure in the profession for
many years. Respected as a doctor, she was an outstanding
success, an example for other women to emu].ate.l3

Sophia Jex-Blake was another young individualist who
joined in the medical crusade. Her purpose was to open the
doors of the English universities to women medical students.
She was accepted at the University of Edinburgh; however, a
stipulation was made. The University would accept Sophia
conditionally if she were joined by some other women. For
one woman to attend a class taught by one profegsor was an
immodest act and considered highly 1mp1"oper'.:”4

Sophla advertised in the newspapers for some female
recruits. Four girls entered the University with her in the
beginning term of 1869. Because of the unprecedented situa-

tion, the Chancellor passed special regulations. It was

13Franz, Professions, p. 10L.

liMargaret Todd, The Life of Sophia Jex-Blake
(London: Macmillan and Co., Ltd., 1918), p. 250.




65

resolved that women were to be accepted'for gtudy, but sep-
arate classes were to be conducted for women only. In ad-
dition, women attending classes were expected to meet the
same standards as the male students.15

Of the five women, one qualified for a scholarship
awarded at the end of the first year. Students with the
four highest averages were recipients of the Hope Scholar-
ship. Mary Pechey ranked third but was denled the scholar-
ship because of sex. Her rejection soon precipitated a war
which split faculty members and students.

Jex-Blake wrote about the incidents that followed.
Crowds of students kept them from entering their classroom
buildings at the same time shouting vile obscenities,l6

All of these incidents and more were to follow before
medical schools would generally accept women. It was a
challenge to other girls besides the Garrett's and Jex-Blake's.
However, these young women had traversed paths never before
used. Their efforts in the profession of medicine would help
contribute to the opening of other fields to women.

Another important area in the education of women

needed amendment. For years teaching had been an approved

15Sophia Jex-Blake, Medical Women (Edinburgh:
Oliphant, Anderson, and Ferrier, 1886), pp. 77-78.

161p1d., pp. 92-93.
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occupation for women., Still, standards were so low for the
training of governesses and boarding or day school teachers
that women transferred their own poor backgrounds to theilr
charges. Essentially, there was no professional competence.
Instead, ignorance was widespread among female teachers,

A description of the talents of an average teacher
showed that she could not pronounce difficult words when
reading aloud to her classes. Her artistic talents were
sadly limited; and her spelling ability was non-existent.1’

Vestiges of the old eighteenth century educational
standards would slowly be erased throughout the nineteenth
century. Evlidence of change began in a few girls schools in
that walking "crocodile" style was now changed to more vig-
orous exercises. Interest in public affairs began to produce
a benevolent spirit-in many women. The philanthropic urge
pushed them into a world outside the home. Moreover, economics
served as a force in the demand for better educated women.
Many women had to support themselves, while others, freed by
economic plenty, became interested iIn expanding their know-
ledge.

A Society for the Employment of Women was formed in

1859. Women who helped form the group had once been supporters

17Mrs., Gaskell, Cranford (Watford: The Greycaine
Book Manufacturing Company, Limited, 1853), pp. 258-260.
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of the Married Women's Property Bill., After the Marriage and
Divorce Bill of 1857 was passed in place of their Bill, some
of the members turned to the problem of the employment of

women.18

The women begsan advcrtisingfin their magazine, The

Englishwoman's Journal, for women who were interested in sub-

scribing to an employment register. They were amazed at the
large number of responses. An Employment Society was formed
as a result of the needs of middle clsss women.l9 Similar
groups were formed to aid artisamns® daughters. Poor women
had no need for employment since many were already working
ﬁnder deplorable conditions. Their needs were different.
Reform in education began sround 18l;7. The Governesses'
Benevolent Institution under the guidance of ¥, D, Maurice
initiated a move toward sétting up standards for governesses,
This led to the establishment of & school to train competent
Instructors., Actually, the school became a secondary school
for potential teachers as well as a place to enlighten middle
class girls.go

Dr. Fredrick D. Maurice, Professor of Divinity at King's

18, T
“Banks, Feminism, p. 52,

191hig

)
ey e 3Z.

" G. Gryllis, Queen's College, 18,48-1948

20y
;

2.
(London: Routledge, 1948), pp. 1-l.
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College, London proved to be an important asset to the insti-
tution. He encouraged other members of King's College who were
interested In the project to become faculty members. They
formed a Committee of Education and volunteered to instruct
without fee.

Stimulated by Maurice's movement toward secondary edu-
cation, a young lady named Amella Murray decided to found a
college near the girl's school. Since she was Maid of Honour
to Queen Victoria she gained the Queen's support and finances.
She gathered talented, Intelligent people to form the faculty
and administration. The college was opened in 1818, christened
with an inaugural speech made by Dr. Maurice. Msurice took
part in the planning of the college curriculum,?l

His theories of education for women were advanced and
the courses established were theology, English literature,
music, anclent and modern languages, natural philosophy, math-
ematics, dancing, and fine arts. As a result of outstanding in-
struction, solid material, and excellent standards, the Queen's
College, as the institution was called, produced some out-
standing women educators.22

Frances Mary Buss and Dorothea Beale were two of Queen's

graduates who helped to extend the superior education of women

21Dunbar, Early Victorian Woman, p. 1L0.

22Ibid., p. 1l1.
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so recently established by their college.

Miss Buss was the daughter of a talented painter-
etcher, ©She entered Queen's the first year of its estab-
lishment. Evidenp}y she was an intelligent young lady because
she learned quickly. After graduation, Frances founded her
own school, North London Collegiate School for Ladies. Her
task of raising middle class standards for middle class girls
was not an easy achievement; but she contiﬁued to strive to -
educate women, emphasizing merit instead of social rank.23

Dorothea Beale was a contemporary who a2lso pioneered
an educational institution. She had been educated in France
and returned to England when the revolutionary storm of 1848
begen to brew. She attended Queen's College the same year
Miss Buss attended, 1848, Later, Dorothes tsught in various
schools but found her educational niche as an administrator.

Her appointment as Principal of the Ladies Cﬁllege in Chel-

tenham was the career she loved. There she applied her talent

and knowledge in her efforts to upgrade the irstitution. The
College had been poorly managed; therefore, her efforts to

reshape the school won her a reputation as an advanced educator.gu

The first part of the nineteenth century produced other

young women who would nurture the development of advanced

o -
‘31*‘1:*:5,112, Professions, p. 33.

N
"*lﬁib_i_g., Bl 30
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education for women., Emily Davies was such a young lady.
She successfully established a college near Cambridge Uni-
versity, managing to glean a faculty from the University to
instruct the eager pupils.25

Her dream was to become part of the great University.
The institution, named Girton College, grew as a result of
her efforts. Eventually it would become a part of Cambridge
in the twentieth century.26

Much was to be done. However, concerted efforts on
the part of these young pioneers would combine to form forces
to help in the eradication of the subjection of women ,
Sociél and economic movements were the first to gein the most
support; but, as time passed, a drive for the right to vote
held the spotlight. |

Dame Millicent Fawcett was the leader of the first
group formed for women's political rights. Thelir organiza-
tion, the Constitutionalists, patiently and persistently
worked for almost half a century. Their efforts were not

bearing any political frult; consequently, some of their

members left to form the violent militant group, the Women's

25Barbara Stephens, Emily Davies and Girton College
(London: Constable and Co., Ltd., 1927), p. 232.

261p14,
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Social and Political Union.27

Enfranchisement would eventually come after World
War I. Women who lived in the latter part of the nineteenth
and those of the twentieth century, owe a debt to the plo-
neers, The seedlings planted by the pioneers of the women's
rights movement in the eighteenth century assured the ed-
ucational and political triumphs of women in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries.

“A It should also be said that the ploneers of the eight-
eenth and nineteenth centuries had to endure more than apathy
and honest opposition., Queen's College and the North London
Collegiate School for Ladies were the butt of jeers hurled
by the more uncouth men of the day. This was well illustrat-
ed in a jingle of the time:

Migs Buss and Miss Beale,
Cupld's darts do not feel.

They are different from us,
Miss Beale and Miss Buss.

2Tpavid Mitchell, The Fighting Pankhursts (New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1967), p. b




CHAPTER V
~ CONCLUSION

During the elghteenth century there were isolated
individuals who began to advocate the rights of women as
being desirable. English soclety had for years accepted
women as the "weaker sex" whose lowly position was accepted
as a matter of course.

Legally, women were non-entities for the most part.
English women had lost their legal identification as a
result of the laws of primogeniture. Another factor that
might have been influential here was the“?;ct that her duties
were of a domestic nature. Her husband also had responsi-
bilities to the family unit. His role as protector and
provider led him into a broader, outer world. Naturally,
he would begin to govern and accumulate certain powers in
a civilization such as England's; powers that women would
not be able to possess. Moreover, women Were probably too
busy to notice or care what was happening.

As the general laws of England developed, they were
recorded but not in a coherent, organic manner. Cons;quently,
no one had a complete view of how men and women stood in re-
lation to the law, Sir William Blackstone would be the per- .
son to combine all legal sources on the general body of law

and give to England a complete record of the existing



common law,

Blackstone was important in the birth and growth of.
the movement toward women's rights in that he proved td be
a guide to the idea of subjection. Without the view that
women were restricted, there would have been no need for
women to free themselves from non-existent sﬁbjection.

Legal subjection, in all probability, reflected
the informal sections of soclety's organization. Laws are
usually supported by a society in which legal maxims have
evolved from customs and mores.

A lock at women as social beings during the period
6f codification seemed to substantiate the view that they
were subjected in every way. They were not given the same
opportunities as men in either their education or thelr
rights as citizens. Participation beyond the home or friv-
olous social circles was not condoned by their anticipated
‘role as women,

The movement for women's rights was elso a part of
greater forces, These Influential forces began to build
up when economic, scientiflic, and technological concepts
and realities combined to form sn industrial revolution.
Political, social, and intellectual factors were influenced
by the economic changes. In response to these forces, the
more statlc eighteenth-and early nineteenth-century socilety

egan to change and wome sre caught in the angi .
began to change and women were caught in the transition



During the period of revolutiocnary changes, eight-
eenth and nineteenth century England produced advanced
thinkers who could see women's status was at a low ebb..
They began to write, eventually stimulating the thoughts
of others who would in turn actively strive to alter the
inequitable position of women.

Generally, one can conclude that it was chiefly the
efforts of women, not men; who initiated tﬁe women's rights
movement and carried it toward successful attainment of its
goals, Women of the twentieth century owe much to theéese
early pioneers. The question that remains is whether the
ﬁajority of women today recognize their acquired position

and. potential powers that others struggled for years to gain,
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